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PEARS Monthly Meeting 
Isolda & Eric’s wanderings in Nepal 
Tuesday, 21

st
 of February, 7:30 pm 

at the Italian Sporting Club, Charlo, 17 Harold Road. 
Why not wear a name badge with your call sign to the meeting so that everyone can get to know each other. 

 

From The Chair: 
I hope that all of you managed to have a good break over the Christmas period and are now well rested for the 
challenges of the year ahead. 

January sees the annual PEARS VHF/UHF Contest and if the amount of interest being shown on the SARL forum is 
anything to go by we should have a record turnout around the country. Of course once you read this it will be all 
over, but good luck anyway. There is an added incentive this year with Rory ZS2BL kindly donating a cross needle 
meter as a lucky draw prize so if you did not submit a log you will miss out. 

There are some interesting speakers and events lined up for the next few monthly meetings so listen to the Sunday 
bulletins for details. 

Dates to note are, Ironman - 22 April and VW Rally - 13/14 July. PEARS will be involved in both these events so if you 
are interested in helping out put your name forward.  

A reminder regarding License fees, please note that in terms of the new regulations this is now increased to R120 per 
year and is payable from 1 April 2012. Watch out for your ICASA invoice which hopefully will be received in time. If 
you have any doubts you can make payment without the invoice, just remember to use your license number as 
reference. 

In closing I ask - “What will you do with your radio this year?” 

73  Tony ZR2TX 

 

WRINKLY RAVERS 
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday the 

2nd February 2012 at the Cattle Baron, Sunridge Park Shopping Centre. You will only be 

excused if you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not have any wrinkles. Come 

join the folks for some tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or not. 

SEE YOU THERE!!!!! 

 
 

ZU licence holders who are over the age of 
25 have until March 2013 to upgrade or 
face having their licence cancelled. To 
upgrade please contact Donovan at 
zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za to attend RAE 
classes. 
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WHAT PURPOSE DOES THE SARL SERVE? 

There is a misconception that exists among some radio amateurs that they have not received worthwhile benefits from the SARL 
membership and do not see the need to belong to it. The real purpose of the SARL is to be a society member of the International 
Amateur Radio Union (IARU), to support it and pay annual subs towards its existence. The IARU in turn liaises with the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), who controls the radio spectrum in the world. The IARU with its member 
societies protect all our amateur bands and fight for our right of transmission. It is thanks to the IARU that we have specially 
allocated amateur bands, and radio communications are free between all radio amateurs in the world; you do not have to pay 
for any calls. Non-members are getting a free ride on this one since they are also using the same amateur bands. 

It must be understood that radio frequencies are valuable estate and some countries would like to sell the amateur bands for 
commercial use. It has already happened in South America and in Africa where governments have just done that. Many of you 
may not be familiar with the amateur radio history. After World War I when radio broadcasting started radio amateurs were 
banned from the air, because the US government realized that radio frequencies were valuable assets. Hiram Percy the first 
president of the ARRL fought with Congress in Washington until they decided a few years later to allow amateur radio again on 
the air. The rest of the world followed suit.  But there was one catch, radio amateurs could only operate on the useless bands 
below 200 metres. 

There was another twist to the story, and this is where radio amateurs discovered operation at night on 160 metres and later 
also daylight DX on 20 metres. The long wave broadcast stations rushed down to 110 metres to operate their new short wave 
radio stations. At the International Radiotelegraph Conference in Washington, in 1927, dedicated amateur radio bands were 
allotted on 160, 80, 40, 20, 10 and 5 metres, and amateur radio was registered as an AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE and not as a 
hobby. Today we still have those amateur bands (except 5 metres) and many more! 

Mike Bosch, ZS2FM 
Life Member of the SARL 
Life Member of PEARS 

 

Port  Elizabeth  Amateur  Radio  Society 
Minutes of the General Meeting held at the Italian Club,  

Harold Rd, Charlo, at 19:30 on 17 January 2012. 

Chairman:  Tony ZR2TX. 
Present and Apologies: as per the register. 

1. Welcome:  the chairman extended a welcome to all 
present, especially visitors and members we had not 
seen for a long time. 

2. Acceptance of minutes of previous meeting.  
Proposed ZS2EN, seconded ZS2PG. 

3. Finances:  Treasurer ZS2RT reported. 
4. Matters arising. 

4.1. Golf shirts:  The order list was available at 
the back of the room.  ZR2TX will start finalising 
arrangements, and the order placed soon.   Caps 
could also be ordered with embroidery, cost about 
R50. 
4.2. Camping weekend 19/20 November.  A 
few members participated.  A field station was not 
set up, the focus being on socialising. 
4.3. Veteran Car Club event on 3 December.  
Despite very poor weather, it was a success. 
4.4. Quiz evening.  To be organised with 
ZS2MM for March 2012. 
4.5. PEARS HF contest.  A log had been 
received from Zambia.  The meeting agreed that the 
contest rules might need fine-tuning. 

5. New business. 
5.1. Members are reminded that the new 
licence fees are in force.  R120 due 1 April. 
5.2. The VHF contest is to take place this 
coming weekend.  A lot of interest is being shown.   

ZS2BL donated a X-needle meter as a prize in the 
contest – it will go to the winner of a lucky draw 
between contestants with 10 or more contacts in 
their logs. 
5.3. Repeaters:  ZS2AAW reported that all was 
well, except that the unit for Kareedouw was still in 
garage.  ZS2R had developed a PIC-based controller 
for the remote switching of channels – it will be 
installed at Longmore.  The D-Star repeater will 
shortly be put up at Lovemore Heights. 
5.4. D-Star:  ZS2DL reported that a number of 
members now had equipment for D-Star, sufficient 
in number to justify the repeater (i.e no charge from 
ICOM).  ZS2DL to prepare an update on D-Star for 
publishing in QSX. 
5.5. QSX:  ZS2ECH appealed for articles. 
5.6. ZS2PG donated an IC2200H VHF mobile 

set to the club, to be used as the club saw fit. 
6. Diary of events. 

4 February:  VW-Herald mountain trail bike event, 
Addo. 
21 February:  Monthly meeting.   Guest speaker:  
ZS2ECH on hike in the Himalayas. 
20 March:  Monthly meeting & quiz by ZS2MM. 
22 April:  Ironman event. 
13/14 July:  VW Rally 

7. Guest speaker:  Paul ZS2PG gave a very interesting 
talk based on his recent holiday in Russia. 
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PEARS HF DX CONTEST 
There were only three entrants in this contest, which is rather disappointing. However those who did participate 
certainly enjoyed themselves. It was quite a surprise to have an entry from Zambia! 

The winner is Chris 9J2RI with a score of 22386 points. 
Second place is Gerrit ZS2XD with 4371 points. 
Theunis ZS2EC took third place with 84 points. 

Better advertising of the contest may well solve the low number of participants. 

Al ZS2U 

HOW SAMUEL MORSE GOT HIS BIG IDEA 
By Joseph Stromberg 

Copied from: http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/aroundthemall/2012/01/how-samuel-morse-got-his-big-idea/ 

A crowd of hushed spectators packed into the small red factory house at the Speedwell Ironworks in Morristown, New Jersey, 
unsure of what to expect next. Samuel Morse, along with his colleagues Leonard Gale and Alfred Vail, had packed over two miles 
of wire into the building, attempting to demonstrate to the public that his strange new invention could be used to transmit 
messages over long distances. Finally, the inventors manipulated a primitive transmitter, and a receiver scratched Morse’s 
simple message—”A patient waiter is no loser”—via a code of lines and curves. On this day in 1838, the small group of onlookers 
saw something special: the first-ever public demonstration of the telegraph. 

Of course, as with all technological breakthroughs, the development of the telegraph had started years earlier, says curator 
Harold Wallace of the American History Museum. But unlike many other inventions, the telegraph was the result of an unusual 
mix of personal circumstances, artistic influences and pure happenstance. For the first four decades of his life, Morse was first 
and foremost an artist. “He was a painter of modest renown,” says Wallace. “Not top tier, perhaps, but his name was known.” 

Morse was first provoked to think about communications technology because of a tragedy: in 1825, while painting the portrait 
of the Marquis de Lafayette in Washington, D.C., he received a letter indicating his wife was sick. By the time he reached his 
home in New Haven, Connecticut, she had already been buried. Stricken by grief, he vowed to develop a faster way to send 
messages in such crucial circumstances. 

For several more years, Morse struggled in vain to succeed in the art world, but in 1832, serendipity intervened. On a 
transatlantic voyage, returning home from study in Europe, he met Charles Thomas Jackson, a Boston physician and scientist, 
who showed him a rudimentary electromagnet he had devised. Morse became convinced that he could somehow send a 
message along a wire by opening and closing an electrical circuit, which could be recorded by an electromagnet on a piece of 
paper via a written code. 

Back in the U.S., he moved forward with his idea, meeting with Joseph Henry, another scientist working in electromagnetism—
and the man who would later become the first secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, in 1846. “He met with Henry, who 
explained how the electromagnets worked and showed his experimental ones,” says Wallace. “And if you look at the 
electromagnets—the ones Morse uses, and the experimental ones from Henry—it’s obvious they’re the same design. He’s 
definitely riffing off of Henry, as far as the electromagnet, which is one of the most important pieces of the apparatus.” 

Morse returned to his New York apartment and, in 1837, he crafted a primitive telegraph receiver—now part of the 
Smithsonian’s collections and currently on display at the American Art Museum—that was able to register and record the 
fluctuations in an electrical circuit. “The most interesting thing about the prototype is that he took an artist’s canvas stretcher 
and made it into a telegraph receiver,” Wallace says. “So right there, you can see the shift from painter to telegrapher, all  in one 
piece.” 

With a means of recording electromagnetic signals theoretically in place, Morse worked with Gale, Vail and others over the next 
several years to improve the system and make it practical for use over far distances, incorporating Vail’s transmitter key and a 
code of dots and dashes, which of course would become known as Morse Code. Despite these improvements, the group had 
some difficulty convincing others that telegraphy was a worthy investment. “It was not difficult to convince people at the time 
that it was potentially useful,” Wallace says. “What really was the hard sell that Morse and others had to make was whether it 
could be practical. Could you create wires miles and miles long and send a signal through them?” 

To raise capital for long-distance lines, he turned to the U.S. government, and after a small-scale demonstration with wires 
strung between different committee rooms within the Capitol, he was awarded $30,000 to build a 38-mile line from Baltimore 
to Washington, D.C. On May 1, 1844, Morse’s communication device was finally met with wide scale public enthusiasm, as the 
Whig Party’s presidential nomination was telegraphed from Baltimore to D.C. far faster than a courier could have travelled. 

Later that month, the line was officially opened for public use—with a message quite a bit more well-known than that of the 
earlier Speedwell Ironworks demonstration. This too was recorded on a strip of paper, which now resides in the American 
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History Museum’s collections. Short yet meaningful, the bible quotation set the stage for the approaching age of electronic 
communication: “What Hath God Wrought.” 

Time experts debate whether to abolish the leap second 
By Rebecca Morelle 

Copied from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16597191 
 
The future of the world's time is being debated at a meeting in Switzerland. 
 
Experts at the International Telecommunication Union are deciding whether to abolish the leap second. This is an 
extra second that is added every few years to keep time measured by atomic clocks in sync with the time based on 
the Earth's rotation. Countries such as the United States, France and Germany want to lose the leap second, but the 
UK, along with China and Canada, wants it to stay. 
 
Bad timing 
 
The proposal to eliminate leap seconds will be discussed on Thursday afternoon at the Radiocommunication 
Assembly meeting in Geneva. If agreement amongst the 200 member states cannot be found, the issue will go to a 
vote. Ron Beard, chairman of the ITU's working party on the leap second, said: "This is not a technical issue, it is 
more a diplomatic one." The world's timescale, Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), is based on the time measured by 
atomic clocks, which use the incredibly regular vibrations in atoms to count the seconds. But these clocks are so 
accurate; they put our former timekeeper - our planet - to shame. The Earth speeds up and slows down as it spins, 
which means that while one rotation is one day, some days end up being a few milliseconds longer or shorter than 
others. As a result, leap seconds were established in 1972 to keep the time told by atomic clocks and the Earth's time 
in phase. They are added once the International Earth Rotation Service, which monitors the Earth's activity, has 
found that the two have drifted out of time by 0.9 seconds.  
Six month's notice is given for these incremental additions. But those seeking to abolish the leap second say these 
one-second jumps are becoming increasingly problematic for navigation and telecommunication systems that 
require a continuous time reference. These include satellite navigation, financial services, the internet, flight control 
and power systems, among others. Dr Felicitas Arias, director of the time department at the International Bureau of 
Weights and Measures (BIPM) in Paris, said: "When leap seconds were defined, this was a request from maritime 
navigation - and today maritime navigation can use other ways to access rotational time. So there is no more real 
need for that synchronisation with a leap second." However, those who want to keep leap seconds say that the 
difficulties they cause are not enough to justify abolishing them. 
 
Out of synch 
 
Peter Whibberley, senior research scientist in time and frequency at the National Physical Laboratory, in Teddington, 
UK, said: "A decision to stop using leap seconds to keep UTC aligned with mean solar time would be perhaps the 
most fundamental change to timekeeping for hundreds of years. "For the first time, civil time worldwide would be 
based purely on man-made clocks and no longer tied closely to the Earth's rotation." This could cause some long-
term problems. Over decades, the difference between Earth-based time and atomic clock time would amount to a 
few minutes, but over 500 years, they would be out by an hour. Over millennia, the discrepancy would grow even 
more. The British Science Minister David Willetts said: "The UK position is that we should stick to the current system 
used throughout the world. Without leap seconds we will eventually lose the link between time and people's 
everyday experience of day and night." This is not the first time that leap seconds have been brought to the time 
community's attention. In 2005, the US proposed that the leap second should be abolished, and replaced with a leap 
hour, but this failed to be passed by the ITU's members. This time though, if the decision does come to a vote, a 70% 
majority will be required in favour of the proposal, for these one second adjustments to go. 
 
If this does happen, the ITU says that leap seconds would be eliminated from 1 January 2018. 

########## 
CONFUCIUS DIDN'T SAY: 
Man who drives like hell is bound to get there.  
Man who stands on toilet is high on pot.  
Man who live in glass house should change clothes in basement.  
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THE VHF SPECTRUM AND ABOVE 
By Mike Bosch ZS2FM 

THE G0KSC LOOP FED ARRAY (LFA) 

The Yagi beam antenna was invented by Professor Hidetsugu Yagi and Dr. Shintaro Uda in 1926, and since then it 
became the most effective antenna on VHF and UHF. About 20 years ago Guenter Hoch, DL6WU, designed the very 
successful high gain long boom Yagis for 144 MHz, 432 MHz, 1.3 GHz and 2.3 GHz. These Yagi beam antennas are 
now being superseded by a new series of low temperature (low noise) antennas with maximum side lobe 
suppression. Ljubisa Popa YU7EF designed many Optimized Wideband Arrays (OWA) with clean patterns. Justin 
Johnson G0KSC built one of Popa’s designs that worked very well and then decided to develop his own. Finally G0KSC 
invented a new type the Loop Fed Array (LFA) that he patented, and is now being marketed commercially and for 
military use, but are free antenna designs for radio amateurs to construct.* 

A newbie usually starts off on 2 metres with a vertical antenna and operates repeaters. Many do not progress much 
further than this and believe that it is only a hobby and this is all there is to VHF operation. They may as well have 
used their cell phones instead but would have had to pay for the calls. What is not generally known to them, 
including some old-timers, is that there is also another facet to VHF or higher; it is the more exciting side that 
extends beyond the hobby aspect of amateur radio. Many dedicated VHF-ers have discovered a long time ago that 
the experimental field of VHF is very challenging, rewarding and encourages the pioneering spirit in radio amateurs. 
This does not mean that you have to be technical minded, but you could become a good VHF operator and learn 
about propagation, make exotic long distance contacts on VHF and promote VHF operation. 

 

START OFF WITH A GOOD ANTENNA ON VHF 

The first step is to acquire or build a horizontally polarized Yagi beam antenna for 50 MHz and/or 144 MHz. Check 
where the distant VHF beacons are located then beam in that direction and listen for meteor scatter signals in the 
mornings. If you do not hear anything then it means that your receiving system is not sensitive enough, add a Low 
Noise Amplifier (LNA) to the front end of the receiver such as described in the January/February 2011 issue of 
RADIO ZS. Now you should be able to hear meteor signals daily and a lot better during meteor showers. Watch the 
beacons for Tropo propagation caused by temperature inversions on fine days when stable high pressure conditions 
exist over the country, and check approaching cold fronts drifting east wards with a slow decrease in pressure. The 
strength of the beacon signals and the distance should indicate whether you will need to improve your VHF 
equipment further. 

The best way to improve a VHF station is to increase the gain of the antenna system which will increase the range on 
both reception and transmission. When it comes to antennas the sky is the limit, and the latter is determined by cost 
and what is practical. Be on your guard when purchasing a beam antenna, as some manufacturers inflate the 
performance of their beam antennas, and some amateurs are also guilty of exaggerating the gain of their antennas. 
There is a very wide choice of excellent VHF antennas available, but for weak signal reception the low noise LFA is 
recommended, All you have to do is type “G0KSC Antennas” into Google and numerous antenna designs will be 
downloaded that cover 50 MHz, 70 MHz, 144 MHz and 432 MHz, so pick at least a 5 element for 50 MHz and a 9 or 
11 element on 144 MHz as a good kick-start. 

There are around 15 different modes of propagation present on 50 MHz at one time or another, and about 10 
modes on 144 MHz. Tropo is the most effective propagation on the 144 MHz band and produces the longest 
distances, while Meteor Scatter, Sporadic-E, F2 etc. excel on 50 MHz. When these two bands open up then you will 
have a real field day and discover for yourself the exciting world of VHF once you have an efficient antenna system. 
 

*For more info on G0KSC’s antennas see:  

http://www.g0ksc.co.uk/ 

This web page is full of info! 

 

A 5 element 4M LFA Yagi → 

  

http://www.g0ksc.co.uk/
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THE PEARS CONTEST WILL FOCUS ON “DX” VHF CONTACTS 
By Mike Bosch ZS2FM 

The PEARS VHF/UHF contest will take place on 20 -22 January 2012 and will feature SSB, CW, FM and Digital modes. 
The first session commences on Friday at 18:00 CAT until Saturday at 16:00 CAT. The second session starts at 16:00 
CAT until Sunday 14:00 CAT. 

In the first few years since 1999 the PEARS contest was well patronized by VHF stations in divisions 4 and 6. Long 
distance digital contacts on the VHF bands have been very successful in recent years, consequently the VHF 
committee decided that this year we will try and encourage long distance contacts between divisions on analogue 
too. For this to be successful we have to abide by the following rules: 

1. The SSB contest channels on 50,200 MHz and 144,200 MHz must be used exclusively for long distance contacts 
of over 150 km. It was noticed in the past that when “DX” stations appeared on these frequencies then they 
were soon drowned out by local base and field stations having long conversations on the frequency. For 
distances under 100 km please use 50,400 MHz FM or 144,400 MHz FM to compare notes or have short chats. 

2. When operating on these long distance SSB channels give frequent short calls and do a lot of listening with the 
beams pointed in the right direction. It is suggested that on the hour to half hour beam in a north/south 
direction, and on the half hour to the hour beam east/west. If the channel is occupied then QSY 5–10 kHz higher 
in frequency. 

3. When conditions are marginal on SSB then try CW that is a narrow band and also a weak signal mode. 
Remember before the digital age most EME contacts were made on CW. So we are inspiring our CW fundis to 
make some real long distance VHF contacts. A few long distance contacts during the PEARS contest could really 
boost your contest scores on 50 MHz and 144 MHz. 

4. Please note that the CW contest channels printed in the Blue book for the PEARS VHF/UHF contest are incorrect. 
In the PEARS contest the SSB and CW share the same channels to enable SSB operators to instantly hear CW at 
any time, whereas CW channels will hardly ever be monitored. If you want an USB station to hear your CW signal 
then transmit about 1 kHz higher in frequency. 

 

SARL ANNOUNCES THE 2012 RAE DETAILS 

The SARL has announced the details of the 2012 Radio Amateur Examinations. The May exam will be held on 24 
May 2012 with the closing date for registration on 27 April 2012. The October exam will be held on 18 October 
2012 with the closing date for registration on 21 September 2012. The registration fees have been adjusted to 
align with the new ICASA rates for license application and the first year license fee. 

Candidates will, on registration, receive complimentary membership of the SARL which include copies of the 
electronic Radio ZS and full access to the web. Candidates will enjoy free membership till 30 June 2013. The main 
objective of the complimentary membership is to involve candidates more in amateur radio and activities. 

Full details can be found on www.sarl.org.za, select "Licensing" from the left hand menu on the home page. 

 

ANNUAL LICENSE RENEWAL 

Radio Amateurs are reminded that the license renewal date is 1 April 2012 when the new annual fee also comes 
into operation. An Amateur Radio License will cost R120. ICASA has indicated that license reminders will be posted 
soon. Should you however not receive an invoice the responsibility remains yours to pay the renewal fee by 1 April 
2012. Payments can be made electronically or at any post office. Be sure to quote your callsign and your account 
number which you can find on your license or previous account. 

Only in Cape Town:  

The fruit seller walks up to the car and says: 
"Peske, Peske. Lekke peskes. Net vyf rand virrie 
laanie." 
The guy in the car says:"Is hulle soet?" 
The fruit seller sa ys:"Dja menee, kyk hoe stil sit 
hulle!!" 

The guy selling snoek on the corner shouts: 
"Hiers djou snoek" 
The guy in the car says: 
"Wat vra julle vir daai snoek?" 
The guy replies: 
"Ons vra hulle niks, wil djy hulle iets vra?"
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Square waves? 
By Eric ZS2ECH 

At the moment I’m having fun setting up a solar panel system at home – more for interest sake than trying to 
become ESKOM independent. During the process I connected my TV to an inverter (12 V DV to 230 V AC) and heard 
lots of disconcerting noises coming from the TV. This prompted me to look at the output of various inverters on an 
oscilloscope. The figure below shows some of the results: 

 

a) ESKOM curve for comparison. 
b) The output from a ‘pure sine wave’ inverter – not too bad and my TV doesn’t complain. These inverters are a lot 

more expensive, so if you’re got one don’t give it away. Most appliances should work with these inverters unless 
of course you’re over loading the inverter. 

c) Typical ‘modified sine wave’ from a cheaper inverter. A ‘modified square wave’ is a better description. Not all 
devices will work happily with these inverters. 

d) Output from a cheap computer UPS (uninterrupted power supply). Looks scary, maybe computer power supplies 
don’t mind but I wouldn’t use it on expensive appliances & instruments. 

######## 

Two Mexicans are stuck in the desert after crossing into the 
United States, wandering aimlessly and starving. They are 
about to just lie down and wait for death, when all of a 
sudden Luis says  
“Hey Pepe, do you smell what I smell. Ees bacon, I theenk.”  
“Si, Luis, eet sure smells like a bacon.” 
With renewed hope they struggle up the next sand dune, 
and there, in the distance, is a tree loaded with bacon.  
There’s raw bacon, fried bacon, back bacon, double smoked 
bacon .... Every imaginable kind of cured pork.  
“Pepe, Pepe, we ees saved. Ees a bacon tree.”  
“Luis, maybe ees a meerage? We ees in the desert don’t 
forget.”  

“Pepe, since when deed you ever hear of a meerage that 
smell like bacon...ees no meerage, ees a bacon tree.”  
And with that , Luis staggers towards the tree. He gets to 
within 5 metres, Pepe crawling close behind, when 
suddenly a machine gun opens fire, and Luis drops like a 
wet sock. Mortally wounded, he warns Pepe with his dying 
breath, 
“Pepe... Go back man, you was right, ees not a bacon tree!” 
“Luis, Luis Mi amigo... What ees it?” 
“Pepe.. Ees not a bacon tree. Ees ... Ees ... Ees ... Ees ...Ees a 
ham bush ....” 
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Sunday Bulletins 
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on Sundays immediately 
after the SARL English transmission, i.e. at about 08:30 on 
7098 kHz as well as the 2 metre linked network that 
provides from Butterworth to George and up to the Free 
State and their environs. PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz 
transceiver facilities are also remotely linked as needed. In 
addition, the SARL's 40 m operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz 
or Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely patched to the 2 m 
network in receive only mode or with full transceive 
capability for interactive events.  
A recorded rebroadcast of the bulletin takes place on the 
Eastern Cape Linked Repeater Network every Monday night 
at 20h00 courtesy of various volunteers who rotate this 
duty. 

Bulletin Roster 
29 Jan Tony ZR2TX 

5 Feb Glen ZS2GV 

12 Feb Clive ZS2RT 

19 Feb Bill ZS2ABZ 

26 Feb Chris ZS2AAW 

4 March Al ZS2U 

11 March Theunis ZS2EC 

The bulletin readers are always 
looking for something to 

announce. If you have 
something to contribute, please 

forward it to the next reader. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

For January’s birthdays and anniversaries see 
December 2011’s QSX 

BIRTHDAYS – February 

02 Ginny ZS2GIN XYL of Pat Pullinger ZS2PJP 
02 Paul Galpin ZS2PG 
02 Shirley XYL of Gus Winter ZS2MC 
04 Ivan Newman ZS2ILN 
06 Mandy La Mude ZR2AM  
06 Neels OM of Patsy Kruger ZR2PTY 
07 Joan ZR2ABA XYL of Allan Bowles ZS2BO 
09 Joy XYL of Fredrick Leibach ZR2FM 
10 Lynne Crothall ZS2MM 
11 Dirk Ligthelm ZS2D 
11 Ettienne van Niekerk 
12 Rose ZR2MCR XYL of Rob Mac Geoghegan 

ZS2ROB 
12 Peter Lunow ZR2PEL 
14 Arno du Preez ZS2ABT 
17 Jeff Ferreira ZR2JEF 

18 Peter Flynn ZS2PF 
19 Gary Laaks ZS2GRL 
21 Mathew Allen ZU2MAT 
26 Charmaine XYL of Otto van Rooyen ZS2Q 
26 Henry Danielson ZS2HD 
26 Jacques van der Heide ZR2JH 
28 Basie du Plessis ZR2BA 
28 Karel Stone ZR2KKK 
29 Wolf Gerstle ZS2WG 

ANNIVERSARIES – February 

01 Lizette and Nico Oelofse ZS4N 
01 Madeleine and Merrick Flugel ZS2MH 
05 Anita and Jacques Human ZS2BZ 
15 Vanessa ZS2VS and Christopher Scarr ZS2AAW 
24 Barbara and Bill Hickson ZS2BIL 

If you are a member and your birthday or 
anniversary details are omitted or incorrect, 
please notify Clive ZS2RT (or any committee 

member) to update our records. 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
25 January SARL 80 m CW Club Championship 

27 – 29 January CQ WW 160 Meter Contest 

4 – 5 February Antique Wireless Association CW Activity Day 

11 – 12 February SARL National Field Day 

11 – 12 February CQ WW RTTY WPX 

18 – 19 February ARRL Int’l CW DX Contest 

21 February PEARS monthly meeting 

24 – 26 February CQ WW 160 Meter SSB 

4 March SARL Hamnet 40 m Simulated Emergency Contest 
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Your Societies Committee for 2011/2012 
Chairman, Events organising Tony Allen ZR2TX 082 956 2920 tony.zr2tx[at]gmail.com 
Vice Chairman, 
Technical/repeaters 

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082 411 2743 glen[at]peham.co.za 

Secretary, Events organising Beavan Gwilt 041 368 8810 bgwilt[at]iburst.co.za 
Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041 367 3203 clive[at]peham.co.za 
Social, Meetings, Catering Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041 581 2580 zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 
Public Relations Johannes Geldenhuys 

ZS2JO 
O82 320 3032 Johannes[at]s4.co.za 

Contests, Awards Al Akers ZS2U 041 360 2983  
QSX Distribution, Contests, 
Awards 

Theunis Potgieter 
ZS2EC 

082 766 8830 zs2ec[at]qsl.net 

Technical/repeaters, WiFi, 
Web 

Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 082 925 6367 christopher[at]peham.co.za 

CO-OPTED POSTS 
RAE Examination Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082 852 4885 zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
Assessors Rory ZS2BL 

Chris ZS2AAW 
Donovan ZS2DL 
Bill ZS2ABZ 

072 026 8909 
082 925 6367 
082 852 4885 
041 581 2580 

rory[at]commco.co.za 
christopher[at]peham.co.za 
zs2dl[at]hamradio.co.za 
zs2abz[at]isat.co.za 

Contest Committee Al ZS2U 
Theunis ZS2EC 
Mike ZS2FM 

041 360 2983 
082 766 8830 
041 581 2425 

contest[at]peham.co.za 
 
mcbosch[at]webafrica.org.za 

QSX Editor Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 072 8414 693 qsx[at]peham.co.za 

Replace [at] with @when you want to send an email. 

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services 

Local Repeaters: 
These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area. 

Town VHF 
145.050/650 

Town UHF 
431.050/438.650 

Uitenhage 
145.075/675 

Tygerhoek 
145.000/600 

Longmore 
145.025/625 

Cape Linked System Repeaters: 
These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and 

WCRWG systems. See www.zs2pe.co.za/Repeaters/repeaters.htm for more details. 
Lady's Slipper 
145.100/700 

Grahamstown 
145.150/750 

Cradock 
145.050/650 

Noupoort 
438.750 / 438.675 

Colesberg 
431.075/438.675 

Kareedouw 
145.127/725 

Plett 
145.175/775 

Brenton 
145.075/675 

Packet network: 
ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node 

Lady’s Slipper 
10.151 LSB 300bd APRS 

144.800 1200bd 
438.275 1200bd (FWD) 

434.875 9600bd 
434.800 1200bd APRS 
Cape Linked System 

ZS0NTP BBS 
Lady’s Slipper 

On all node frequencies 

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node 
Grahamstown 

144.800 1200bd 
434.800 1200bd (FWD) 

439.850 9600bd 

ZS0CDK-2 Digi 
Cradock 

144.800 1200bd 

ZS0KDJ APRS Digi 
Mount Road 

434.800 1200bd 

ZS0KDB APRS Digi 
Longmore 

434.800 1200bd 

ZS2ABZ-4 
WMR918 WX Station 

144.625 1200bd 

VHF Beacon: 50.006 MHz FSK – ZS2X, 25 Watts into 2 element Yagi beaming north. 

Banking details (for subs & donations): NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT No. 221 252 7594, Bank 
code 121217, A/C name: Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society. Please use call signs as a reference. 
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IF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN TO 

 
Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 

PO Box 10402 
LINTON GRANGE 

6015 

 
AMATEUR RADIO is the hobby for RADIO EXPERIMENTERS 

and those who like to fiddle with ELECTRONICS, 
COMMUNICATIONS or COMPUTERS 


